Age limits in the USA

Under the law, children in the United States are fully formed human beings with the same basic constitutional rights that adults enjoy. Like every other citizen, children have the right to due process under the law and the right to counsel. They're also protected against cruel and unusual punishment and unreasonable searches and seizures. However, the law also recognizes that children aren't physically and emotionally mature enough to handle the responsibility attached to legal activities like drinking, let alone the right to vote or run for public office. The law reconciles these two ideas by implementing ages of majority designed to define when a person has the ability to exercise his or her rights responsibly. These usually vary by state, but they govern everything from the right to drive to the right to marry.

Maybe you want to have some fun on the weekends. Perhaps you want to buy some clothes, or CDs, or books. Or, you may be trying to save money for college. In any case, you'll need a job. Before you start making plans for your first paycheck, and even before you start job hunting, there are some things you need to know.
Child labor laws protect the rights of those under age 18. These provisions limit the number of hours children may work and what they may do.
Under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), youths 14 and 15 years old may work outside school hours in various non-manufacturing, non-mining, non-hazardous jobs under certain conditions. 

· Permissible (пёмИсэбл) work hours for 14- and 15-year-olds are:

· 3 hours on a school day;

· 18 hours in a school week;

· 8 hours on a non-school day;

· 40 hours in a non-school week;
· and between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., except from June 1 through Labor Day, when nighttime work hours are extended to 9 p.m.

The minimum age to legally purchase cigarettes or other tobacco products is 18 years.
If you are under the age of 21 and are caught with beer or alcoholic beverages,  you are convicted, the violation remains on your record. A minor in possession can be fined up to $500.00, 30 days community service, and/or a 90 days suspension of his/her driver’s license  order.

In the United States, driver's licenses are issued by each individual state (including Washington, D.C. and territories), rather than the federal government because of the political concept of federalism. It varies from 14 years old (Alaska, Arkansas) to 15 or 16 and even 16 years and 1(6) month. If you under 18 you must have  “Parent/guardian consent for a minor”
By federal law, the minimum age for enlistment in the United States Military is 17 (with parental consent) and 18 (without parental consent).
Marriages in the United States differ in a variety of ways. The differences range in aspects such as religion, the type of marriage, residential patterns, and reasons for marriages.  Reasons for marriage may stem from a desire to have children, love, or economic security. There are individuals who may use marriage as a way to acquire a green card. You should be of marriageable age ,i.e. over 18 years; lower in some states with the consent of a parent.
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